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The majority of the text below is a translation of what Paul 
Wouters stated about Packard on his website: 
https://www.paul-wouters.nl/. The text about the Packard 
Excellence is taken from Standard 4 of 2025, the club 
magazine of the Cadillac Club Netherlands. 
 

 

1903 Four cilinder Model K   

From snack emperor to car king 
Not in the motherland on the other side of the ocean, but 
in our own Bleiswijk in South Holland, an exceptionally 
fine collection of cars of the Packard brand can be found. 
Leading models from before and after the Second World 
War stand there gleaming in top condition, in an 
extraordinarily well-maintained setting. With almost 
boundless drive, the entire collection was created in just 
a few years. It is almost unimaginable. Around 2015, Bert 
Roubos did not even know the car brand Packard. His 
collection now consists of nearly 35 Packards and is 
comparable in size to that of the National Packard 
Museum in Warren, USA (https://packardmuseum.org/), 
which houses just over 35 Packards. In addition, Bert 
Roubos knows everything there is to know about the 
history of the brand. He also collects documentation about 
Packard, such as brochures from that era. Perfection and 
an eye for detail are the first words that come to mind 
when viewing the presentation of his cars. 
 

 
 
Vlammetjes 
Bert Roubos enjoys taking his visitors through the 
development of his hobby. He was born in 1949 and only 
found enough time for it after selling his company in 2019. 
Working and entrepreneurship were the verbs that were 
central to his life for decades. He built a successful snack 
business. The foundation of this was formed by the so-
called Vlammetjes, a spicy mini spring roll that he not only 
invented in 1982 but subsequently produced and sold in 
large quantities. He is still proud of it. Self-published, he 
released a book more than an inch thick about his career 
and the company. Remarkable is the description of his 
personal and business life on the back of the book: 
Jehovah’s Witness, carpenter, window cleaner, burglar, 
sex club owner, caravan builder, business consultant, and 
director of snack factory Topking. And now: the driving 
force behind the Dutch Packard Collection. During the 
Corona Pandemic, Bert Roubos converted the former 
factory hall where the snacks were made into a museum, 
with the collection on the ground floor and on the upper 
floor, where there is also a beautiful reception hall. 
In his garage, there are also several modern Bentleys, 
including a Mulsanne of his own and a Bentayga 
belonging to his wife, Louise. 
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Bathtub 
To find a purpose for the old factory next to his home and 
to keep pleasantly occupied, building a collection of old 
cars seemed like a good idea to him. In 2015, he bought 
a 1952 Chevrolet via Catawiki. That seemed like a good 
idea to him. The owner persuaded him to buy yet another 
car, a green 1950 Packard Deluxe Eight Sedan. Roubos 
had never heard of it and also thought it was an ugly thing 
with those round shapes. His first reaction was: what am 
I supposed to do with a bathtub like that? He was 
persuaded nonetheless, partly because he wanted to 
focus on old Americans due to their robust engineering. 
Once behind the wheel, he quickly changed his mind and 
his enthusiasm grew. The car actually drove incredibly 
well, much better than the Chevrolet. It is not without 
reason, he explains now, that the company's slogan was 
‘Ask the man who owns one’. He began to delve into the 
brand and a true love blossomed. He decided to 
concentrate on assembling a collection of Packards. One 
purchase followed another. 
 

 

The 1949 Custom Eight (left) was the second Packard in the collection  

 
Packard history in brief (1899-1958) 
James Ward Packard (1863-1928) was a manufacturer of 
electric lamps and appliances in Warren, Ohio, United 
States. Interested in new technologies, he bought a 
Winton in 1898 but was not very satisfied with his new car. 
Winton gave him his money back and challenged him to 
build something better. He accepted the challenge. 
Together with his brother and several experts, he set to 

work. On November 6, 1899, his first car saw the light of 
day. Others were impressed, and Packard started car 
manufacturing. Initially, they were deliberately single-
cylinder engines. The fewer parts, the smaller the chance 
of problems, was his reasoning. In 1903, car 
manufacturing was taken over by investors, followed by a 
move to Detroit. The first model with a four-cylinder 
engine appeared, followed by a six-cylinder in 1912. 
Three years later, the brand surprised with the Twin Six, 
the twelve-cylinder model. Experience with large engines 
had been gained in the manufacture of aircraft engines. 
Packard also produced these during World War II, thereby 
becoming a valued supplier to the American Air Force.  
The heyday of Packard automobiles lay in the years 
between the two world wars. In terms of sales figures, 

1937 was the peak year, with over 109,000 cars. Together 
with the famous inline eight engines, the twelve-cylinder 
engines became the calling card of the prestigious car 
brand, aimed at the top end of the automotive market. In 
its peak years, Packard delivered more cars than its major 
competitor, Cadillac. From the start, the factory had its 
own dealer network, thereby distinguishing itself from 
other American brands. 
After 1945, the success of the past was never again 
achieved, despite the in-house developed automatic 
transmission and the fact that Packard was the first car 
manufacturer to offer air conditioning in 1940. The only 
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exception was 1948, when nearly 105,000 cars were sold. 
However, the generation of post-war models arrived too 
late. The acquisition of Studebaker in 1954—a 
consolidation of forces against the dominance of the Big 
Three: GM, Ford, and Chrysler—offered no solution. On 
July 25, 1958, it was all over after a total production of 1.6 
million cars. The company continued to produce 
Studebakers for a few more years but had to throw in the 
towel in the early sixties. 

 
The collection includes not only Packards from 1903 to 
1958, but also Roy Gullickson's 1999 Packard, the 1986 
Bayliff Packard, and the 2025 Packard Excellence. The 
two oldest examples in the collection are from 1903, a 
Model F and a Model K, both with four cylinders. Some 
others are a 1958 Hawk—which is actually nothing more 
than a Studebaker with a different nose—a 1937 Packard 
Eight Sedan Convertible with a Dietrich body, a 1938 
Eight 120 with a Saoutchik coachwork from Paris, a 1930 
734 Speedster, a 1936 Super Eight Coupe RS, a 1936 
Twelve Convertible RS with a 7750 cc V12 producing 175 
hp, a 1947 Clipper Custom Super Eight, a 1986 Bayliff 
Packard Victoria Convertible, and a 1932 Eight Dual Cowl 
Sport Phaeton. Among the Packards stands a large, 
exclusive French sedan, a Facel Véga Excellence. It is a 
four-door hardtop without a central pillar with an American 
Chrysler engine. 
Top condition. In 2024, a 1903 single-cylinder Model F 
(4.5 hp) and a 1903 four-cylinder Model K (24 hp) were 
added to the collection. 
 
Like a true historian, Roubos unravels the history. He has 
read extensively about it, traveled to America many times, 
and built a close-knit network of experts. It is clear that 
Packard has captivated him. With the same energy with 
which he previously built his companies, he is working on 
a remarkable collection. This includes outliers, such as 
the Packard Hawk, a Studebaker with a different nose. He 
does not find the car truly beautiful, but from a historical 
perspective, this model cannot be missing. 
 
On the ground floor, magnificent pre- and post-war 
models stand neatly together. They are all in top 
condition. Almost all of them are registered, allowing him 

to drive them. Appropriate decorations hang on the wall, 
tastefully selected and displayed with a sense of style.  
 
Trademark Rights 
Bert Roubos talks about two exceptional creations that 
bear no resemblance to the other cars, yet do bear the 
Packard brand name. In 1978, the American Bud Bayliff 
bought the trademark rights. He created his own brand, 

using parts or even half cars from existing brands. In 
1992, he sold the rights to Roy Gullickson for $50,000.  
A serious attempt to revive Packard followed with the 
Twelve, a four-door sedan for the top end of the market. 
The car is constructed from aluminum (space frame and 

1930 734 Speedster  

Packard Twelve concept and Bert Roubos 

1955 Packard Carribean 



body), features an aluminum V12 engine from Falconer 
Racing Engines, and four-wheel drive. 
It reaches 100 km/h in less than five seconds. In keeping 
with the luxury of the historic brand, the seats are 
upholstered in leather and the dashboard is veneered. 
The project failed. It never progressed beyond a single 
prototype and  
advertising campaigns. Investors saw no potential in it. 
Bert Roubos knew the car from magazines and books. 
When an opportunity arose to acquire this unique 
specimen via an auction, he seized it immediately. His 
website states that he had to dig deep into his pockets for 
it, about four hundred thousand euros in total. Reactions 
within the American Packard scene regarding the 
transaction were not uniformly positive. Some felt that the 
States should never have let this car go. Others, however, 
were pleased that the car ended up with a passionate 
enthusiast.  
 

The Packard Excellence 
The Packard Excellence was unveiled on September 7th 
at the Friends' Day of Bert Roubos's Dutch Packard 
Collection in Bleiswijk. (You can become a friend at 
www.dutchpackardcollection.nl) 

Bert felt it was a shame that there are no new Packards 
for sale. The idea arose to build a Packard based on a 
twelve-cylinder Bentley—Bert's favorite brand for daily 
driving—with details from the Facel Vega. 
Bert discussed the idea with his trusted technical support 
and confidant Jasper Beukenkamp of JB Classic Cars & 
Bespoke in Bodegraven (www.jbclassicbespoke.com) 

and, through him, came into contact with designer Frank 
Reijenga of Cinovara in The Hague (www.cinovara.com). 
Jasper is a Facel Vega specialist and has since become 
a Packard specialist as well. It was considered to market 
the Facel Vega as a Packard. Packard ceased operations 
in 1958. 

Suppose Packard and Facel Vega had merged, what 
would they have done? 
Bert thought of the grille, the suicide doors, the long 
wheelbase, and a twelve-cylinder engine with a 
retractable Goddess of Speed on the hood. It had to be a 
modern interpretation of a Packard with influences from 
Facel Vega. 
From the three designs Frank created, Bert chose the one 
that appealed to him the most. 

 
Five years ago, Bert bought back his 2014 Bentley Silver 
Spur W12, with a license plate that coincidentally starts 
with RR, to have it converted into the Packard Excellence. 
3D drawings were made of the sketches and the Bentley, 
and these were superimposed so that you could see 
exactly where material needed to be removed from the 
Bentley and where material needed to be added. 
 
The choice of color was difficult and was ultimately made 
by Bert. On the one hand, he wanted an authentic color, 
but also one that stands out. The wheels were specially 
designed and manufactured by a specialist in Spain. 
All trim strips and the grille are made of polished stainless 
steel. The vertical slats in the grille are adjustable. The 
headlights and taillights, in particular, presented major 

Bert and Louise with the Packard Excellence 

Lieft Jasper Beukenkamp from JB Classic Cars & Bespoke 



challenges due to their complexity and the many 
components they contain. 
The rear section of the roof and the C-pillar are very 
different from those of the base car. 
The car's skin was removed, but the underlying structure 
remained intact. Existing sheet metal was dismantled as 
much as possible, but the angle grinder was also used 
here and there on the Bentley. After that, the clay phase 
began. Later in the process, the new sheet metal was 
hammered into shape on wooden molds. Then counter-
molds were made. 

 

Door hinge of the suicide door 

Most of the new parts were made of aluminum, but the 
rear fender and the C-pillar are made of steel, and that 
had to remain so. The different shape of the roof and the 
C-pillar are made of carbon fiber. The sheet metal shapes, 
with many sharp folds, but also bulges and hollow forms, 
are very complex. To create them, the Beukenkamp team 
spent many hours turning the traditional English wheel at 
JB Classic & Bespoke. Furthermore, modern techniques 
were applied. For instance, parts were 3D printed to 
evaluate them and use them as a basis. 
The biggest challenge was the overall coherence of all the 
details. 
 
For example, the rings around the lenses in the 
completely custom-designed headlight units, which 
borrow their shape from old Packard grilles. 
Technically, the Packard Excellence is still one hundred 
percent a Bentley Flying Spur. Nothing has changed in 
the powertrain either. The W12 engine does, however, 
feature a Packard logo. Nowhere in the car is a B for 
Bentley to be found anymore, but if one has remained, it 
stands for the B of Bert. The Packard Excellence received 
considerable attention at Wheels Mariënwaerdt and in 
Autovisie issues 18 and 19. 
The Excellence also made the news in the US. 
www.hagerty.com reported: “Someone Just Made a New 
Packard from a Bentley.” 
In recent years, Bert occasionally revealed some details 
regarding the progress of the project, which was 
supposed to remain secret. At the Friends' Day on 
November 30th 2025, Bert explained that the project was 
originally estimated at two years and one million euros. 

Ultimately, it cost well over two million and took five years, 
spanning more than 17,000 hours. 
 
According to Bert, there are two people from the 
Netherlands and the US interested in having one 
replicated. That is unlikely to happen, as Bert prefers that 
the Excellence remains unique. 
The Packard Excellence 2025 was developed on 
commission and at the initiative of the Packard Car 
Company, and an order has been placed for a limited 
production run of 1,000 1:18 scale models for €195.00 
each, which will be available around September 2026. 

 
Bert Roubos and Frank Reijenga (Photo Autovisie 18) 
 
The video titled: Packard Leeft - Packard Excellence 2025 
is available on YouTube. 
In it, the development and the construction of the 
Excellence can be seen, and Bert displays his collection 
of Packards. 
 

 

Left the Packard Excellence and right the Bentley Silver Spur 


