The Louwman Museum in The Hague

On July 2, 2010, Queen Beatrix opened the Louwman Museum in The Hague, just a stone's throw
from her residence, Huis ten Bosch Palace. The renowned collection of owner and collector Evert
Louwman has found a unique home. The building was designed by the American architect Michael
Graves. Louwman aimed to be among the world's elite with his museum and his cars.

Louwman traveled halfway around the world to gather ideas. He visited many automotive museums
that matter in the connoisseur world with the intention of combining the best elements to create his
museum. This has been successful, as it ranks among the five finest automotive museums in the
world, alongside the Mercedes-Benz Museum (Stuttgart, Germany), the Petersen Automotive Museum
(Los Angeles, USA), the Cité de I'Automobile (Mulhouse, France), and the Porsche Museum
(Stuttgart, Germany). The Louwman Museum is the highest-rated museum in the Netherlands.

Layout

The layout, arrangement and decor of the museum have been carefully considered. The museum was
built specifically for this purpose, and the primary goal in realizing the plans was to showcase the cars
to their full potential. Cars as works of art. Ample space around them and beautifully lit. Louwman
loves authenticity. He prefers a reasonably well-preserved model with the original paintwork to a
restoration project in showroom condition. For instance, there is a Chrysler Airflow that shines less
than the version in the Chrysler museum in America, but still retains its original paint. The same
applies to the 1942 Chrysler Town and Country. A dark red Ferrari 275 GTB was also never repainted.
On the other hand: if restoration is required, Louwman calls in the best craftsmen. He is only satisfied
with the best. The cars provide the proof.

The only remaining pre-war Toyota

Besides his preference for authentic models, Louwman is obsessed with unique items. One of his
latest acquisitions stands, rusted as it is, in a place of honor in the museum. It is a pre-war Toyota (or
actually a Toyoda, spelled like the family name, before the 'd' in the brand name was exchanged for a
't"). As far as is known, this is the only one in the world. Even the Toyota museum in Japan has to
make do with a replica. The Hague example was discovered in Russia and subsequently brought to
the Netherlands. Complex and bureaucratic procedures caused delays of months. For this passionate
collector, it has certainly been worth the effort.

History

The museum's website puts it this way: “The Louwman Museum is not just any automobile collection.
The collection radiates passion; love for and knowledge of the automobile in all its forms. Every
automobile tells its own story and thereby makes its own contribution to history. They are mirrors of
culture.”

The collection started in 1934 when Evert Louwman's father bought a 1914 Dodge, one of the first
ever made. Louwman was the importer of the brand in the Netherlands. Other brands followed.

In the mid-1960s, the company began importing two then-unknown car brands from the new
automotive nation of Japan: Toyota and Suzuki. In 1969, at the age of 29, Evert Louwman took over
the management of the company from his father. It grew into a multi-million dollar corporation and
benefited from the unprecedented growth of Toyota into the world's largest car manufacturer. Father's
love for old cars was passed on to the next generation, just as one of Evert's daughters is also a
passionate car enthusiast.

The Dodge showroom of importer Louwman & Parqui on Lekstraat in The Hague has been recreated.
The space is furnished with original objects from that era.



The square offers the opportunity to enjoy a cup of coffee on a terrace.
Old shops and a garage from yesteryear complete the atmosphere of the past.

Popularity and environment

In peak years, Louwman attracts more than 150,000 visitors annually. To avoid causing a nuisance to
the neighborhood, the parking garage is located underground. Landscape architect Lodewijk Baljon
designed the surroundings with trees, plants, water features, and public gardens. Just as inside, every
detail has been carefully considered. Visitors are deliberately not allowed to go from the parking
garage indoors to the museum. They must enter through the main entrance. Immediately after the
entrance, you enter a large hall that, at 90 meters, is as wide as the entire building.

Past the ticket counter, they enter a high hall spanning the full width of the building. The wooden
ceiling and the black-and-white floor immediately catch the eye. Grand is the most fitting description.
And it is indeed large. A car cathedral. Some old cars stand at the edges to set the mood. They come
from various countries to underscore the international character of the collection. They get a little lost
in the large space. From an operational perspective, such a hall is, of course, a godsend. You can
effortlessly organize parties and events or host temporary exhibitions there.

Route through the museum

The exhibition route begins with old carriages, back when horsepower was still meant literally.

The last remaining carriage workshop in the Netherlands was transferred to the museum.

The recommended route starts on the second floor. Even the elevator is stylish and remarkably tall.
We go back in time, to the period when land transport still depended mainly on horsepower. Literally,
that is. The museum's decor is adapted to the era. The floor consists of real, old wooden floorboards.
A workshop has been recreated using old tools. It is the last carriage workshop in the Netherlands,
which did not close its doors until the 1980s.

After the carriage period — from which we still retain the word 'coachwork' — the cars came. The
Louwman collection includes a large number of models from the pioneering phase. They stand, just as
they did initially in Raamsdonksveer, in large black display cases in a dark corridor. The remarkable
thing is that they have not been restored. The metal, the wood, the rubber, the paint: time has taken its
toll. Special attention is given to a four-wheeled steam car by Dion, Bouton, and Trépardoux from
1887. It is one of the oldest original cars in the world. Don't be alarmed: the thing had a top speed of
60 km/h. A Daimler and a three-wheeled Phanomobil demonstrate that the car was used as a
commercial vehicle from an early stage.

Louwman has managed to bring together more than a handful of those first Benz models. Nowhere in
the world are there so many together, not even in the brand museum in Stuttgart. Except for the 1886
model—which is a replica—they are all original. A Benz with a small cargo box on the back can be
considered the first commercial vehicle. Nowhere in the world are there so many old Benz models
together. The first Benz from 1886 and an International Benz from 1899.

Early Years

We continue the route and are presented with a bird's-eye view of the development of the automobile,
from its early years to the period of reconstruction after the Second World War. History unfolds before
you in ten-year intervals. Even guests who were regular visitors to Raamsdonksveer gain new
impressions from this setup. In the first decade, the form is still being sought. The car exists in all sorts
of guises. Gradually, it becomes more uniform: engine in the front and the passengers behind it. A Fiat
and a T-Ford represent the rise of mass production on the assembly line.

Chronology and Themes

The museum features various film heroes, such as James Bond's Aston Martin DB5, complete with
ejector seat and other 007-style equipment. To make the film, several examples were modified at the
Aston Martin factory at the time. This is one of them. Furthermore, we see a DeSoto taxi that featured
in the film The Godfather, starring Marlon Brando in the unforgettable lead role.



Louwman presents his collection both chronologically and thematically. For instance, a room is
dedicated to the theme of alternative power sources. Steam and electric cars demonstrate that the
gasoline engine was not a given in the early days. One of the newest cars in the collection is a
cutaway Toyota Prius.

Over the years, the collector has also managed to acquire several cars belonging to celebrities. One of
them is Winston Churchill's 1954 Humber Pullman with an extra-large ashtray in the back; another is
Elvis Presley's strikingly decked-out Cadillac. By purchasing the collection of the former Autotron,
Louwman acquired the Mercedes-Benz of the German Emperor in exile. Furthermore, the brainchild of
Ferdinand Porsche and Adolf Hitler, the Volkswagen Beetle, is on display. In addition to art, the first
floor is the domain of sports cars and the history of racing, featuring famous names from England,
Germany, and France.

Art

The Louwman Museum houses more than just an impressive collection of vintage cars. Much space is
dedicated to automotive art and related items. There are walls filled with original old posters and
paintings featuring cars. In specially made wooden display cases lie radiator mascots and other
chrome and silver work connected to the automotive world in one way or another. There is an
abundance of porcelain and earthenware automobilia. Anyone wishing to study it closely could spend
a whole day in this part of the museum alone. Just as everywhere, the hand of the master is clearly
present. There is a remarkable amount of work by the draftsman/painter Frederick Gordon-Crosby,
who provided his illustrations for many covers of famous English car magazines. Originality and
exclusivity are central here as well.

Spyker

During the tour, you cross the hall housing the Spyker collection a few times on different floors. Spyker
is a Dutch brand. In the previous museum, they were displayed in a charming setting on a small village
square. In the current layout, the surroundings are much sleeker. Just as before, the original gate of
the Trompenburg factory in Amsterdam forms the backdrop, this time as part of a mural. The six-
cylinder Spyker from 1903, the world's first four-wheel-drive car, stands in a special extension.
Architect Graves added this element to the building as a reference to the former tea houses in the
gardens of grand country estates.

Evert Louwman has raced this Spyker several times. The cooling system was modified for that
purpose. In this case, originality had to give way to practical usability. For—that is also a motto of
Louwman's—you have to be able to drive cars. Thus, you will find him annually as a participant in the
Mille Miglia in Italy and the drive from London to Brighton.

Auburn, Cord, and Duesenberg

There are a number of old-fashioned petrol pumps, placed almost carelessly in some niches. The
automotive treat is not over yet for the enthusiast. He is also presented with the highlights of American
automotive history: models from Auburn, Cord, and Duesenberg. Fewer than forty red Duesenberg
SJs were made, all different. The one in the museum has LaGrande body and dates from 1935. The
black Duesenberg J from 1929 has a Murphy body. Thanks to the external flexible exhaust pipes, it
looks like an SJ. Both cars stand on a marble floor.

Grandmasters

No less exclusive is a quartet of French coupes with magnificent bodywork by the grandmasters
Chapron, Pourtout, Figoni & Falashi, and Saoutchik. Talbot Lago and Delahaye supplied the chassis.
The cars are truly rolling works of art, perfectly suited for a museum. If necessary, Louwman will keep
the engines running to drive them to a concours d’elegance. Not infrequently, he wins prizes.

In addition there is the Bugatti room. Another resounding name from the heyday of automotive history.
Set aside is a display case containing a few antique pieces of furniture. They were designed by
another scion of the creative Bugatti family.



Beasts of Bugatti ( https://www.louwmanmuseum.nl/pers/beasts-of-bugatti )

From July 10 to August 30, 2026, the Louwman Museum presents the summer exhibition Beasts of
Bugatti. Nine exceptional models from Bugatti's modern history are on display in the Great Hall, all
powered by the iconic W16 engine. This selection has never before been exhibited together. With top
speeds of up to 490 km/h and power outputs of up to 1,600 hp, the exhibition shows how engineering,
design, and performance come together in the most extreme hypercars of our time. From the very first
test vehicles to record-breaking models, the W16 engine forms the common thread.

Most of the information of this story comes from https://www.paul-wouters.nl/musea.htm.
Select Louwman Museum - The Hague and much more information and photos will appear.




